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MPEANCAOBUE

Sasapa Mup30siH, KOmMOPbIU 4aBHO YXe No npaBy cyumaemcs Nampuapxom coBpeMeHHbIX
apMAHCKUX KOMNO3UmopoB, poauacs B lopu (Ipysus), 12 mapma 1921 r. HauaabHoe
My3blkaAbHOe 06pa3oBIHUE NOAYUUA B My3bIKaAbHOU WKOAE umeHu CneHauapsHas EpesaHe,
3ameM — B EpeBaHcKol koHcepBamopuu. B aaAbHelwem cosepuieHcmBoBaAcs B Mockee. B
KoHLe 1956 r. bblA usbpaH npeacesamenem Coioza KOMno3sumopos ApmeHuu u npopabomaa
Ha amou AoAXHocmu 40 KoHua 1991 r. HeiHe Mup3osiH — npocbeccop epesaHckol
KOHCepBamopuu no KAaccy KOMNO3uLuu U npescesameAb $oHaa Mupa ApMeHuu.

OsBapa Mup30siH yAOCMOEH 3BaHUs HapoAHOro apmucma CCCP u ApmeHuu, HarpaxaeH
opaeHom /\eHuHa, meaaAbio Mosceca XopeHauu, opaeHom Ceambix Caaka u Mecpona,
boArapckum opaeHom Kupuasa u Medboaus, mesabio esponelickoro KOHKypca umeHuU
A\eoHapaso Aa BuHuu 3a BeAuyalull BKAaA B A€AO HApOAOB Mupa u Apyrumu Harpaaamu.

Teopuecmso Mupsosita, cpasHumeAsHO HeGoAbloe no ceoemy obbemy, Ho BecbMa
3HauumeAbHoe. [As Hero XapakmepHo couemaHue USSIHOU AUPUUHOCMU G CUAbHBIM
Apamamu3mom. [puMeHsiemble UM NpuHLUNbI hopMoobpasoBaHus U MoHaAbHOU CmpyKmypbl
BAusku K HeokAacculuusmy. Takue npousseseHus MupsosHa, Kak CMPpYHHLIG KBapmem,
coHama AAfl BUOAOHUEAU, CUMDOHUS AAl CMPYHHBIX U Aumasp, 3numadbus, 3HAUUMEAbHO
AONOAHUAU penepmyap UcnoAHUmMeAed BO BCEM Mupe.

B aaHHbIU COOPHUK BOWAU BOKaAbHblE npousBedeHus Mup3osiHa, Kak COAbHble, maK U
xoposble. daBapa Mup3osH — koMnosumop, 06AaaaoIWLUl UCKAUUMEALHBIM MEAOAUYECKUM
Aapom. Ero kaHmuAeHsl omauvalomcs kpacomol U HexHocmblo. dakmypa dopmenuaHHou
napmuu 6Au3ka opkecmpoBol U aKmUuBHO nepekAukaemcs € nosmuuyeckuM mekcmom. Y
Mup3osiHa 6e3ykopu3HeHHbIU BKYc B Bbibope AumepamypHoro mekcma: B3aumozelcmsue
Mex4y MysblkoUl U noa3uel AOBEAEHO B €ro nNPOU3BEAEHUSX 4O COBEpUEHHOro
B3aUMHONPOHUKHOBEHUS.

lMepBbil pomaHc Sayapaa Mup3osHa, “Acym eH me” (“Fosopsm umo...”), 6bIA COUUHEH
oceHblo 1939 roza. Omo npousseaeHue Ha cmuxu Asemuka WcaaksHa (1875-1957)
ompasuao uyscmsa Mup3osHa K 16-AemHel aeByluke, ero pasouaposaHue om be3omsemHou
AbBU. 3a, amum npou3BeseHUEM nocAeaoBaA pomaHc “Epas meca” (“MHe CHUAcA COH"),
COYUHEHHLIU B 1941 roay makxe Ha croBa Asemuka McaaksHa. “MHe npocmo oueHb
NOHPaBUAOCL CMUXomBopeHue”, - npu3HaAci Mup3ofH BnocAeacmBuu. B nepBoM couuHeHuu
MOAOZOU KOMNO3UMOpP BbIpasuA omuasHue OesHasexHoU cmpacmu, B Mo Bpems Kak BO
BMOPOM ero aMoLLus npeobpasuAack NO KOHMPAacMy B LLEAOMYAPEHHOE CAEpXaHHOEe UyYBCMBO.

B mom xe 1941 roay, B 0AUH U3 UIDALCKUX AHel, Koraa BeAukas OmeuecmsenHas solHa
.yXe HauyaAach, omel, Mup3osiHa, komnosumop MukaeA Mup3asH (pa3Huua B HanucaHuu
damuAuu — pesyabmam uckaxeHus) npuHec cmuxomsopeHue Asama BumyHu (1894-1958)
“AUpeHukH 9 KaHuyMm" (“PoauHa 30Bem”) U NPEAAOXUA CblHY COUUHUMb K HEMy Mys3blKy.
FAy60KkO mpoHymblti mekcmoM, Mup30sH BCKOpPE COUUHUA NecHio U omHéc ee B Coio3
koMno3umopos. K coxaAeHulo, npou3BseaeHue BbIA0 CMpPOro packpumuKkoBaHO (B MOM YucAe
U yuumeaem Mup3osHa Baparecom TaAsHOM) u3-3a mOro, Umo OHO He HbIAC NpU3HaHO B
40CmMamoyHoU Mepe apMSHCKUM U A0CMamoOYHO UHMEPECHbIM.

ObasimeAbHbIl pacckasuuk Mup3osH npoaoAxaem cBol pacckas: “Hepes HecKOAbKO AHet:J
i BCMpemuAcs Ha yauue ¢ Kapo 3akapfiHOM, pyKOBOAUMEAEM Xopa rocpajuo, komopbid
CNPOCUA, HEM AU y MeHs HOBOU NECHU Ha BOeHHyl memy. “Bpoae 6bl Hem”, omsemun s,
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KoMNO3UMOpOoB packpumukosaAu”. “Aal MHe smy
3akapsH. S BbIA yAUBAEH, KOF4a Ha CAeAylowul aeHs
asaA: "Kakylo XOpollylo NECHIO M
a yxe xsanam. Cpasy BblyuuAu u

“KpoMe necHu, Komopylo B Colo3e
paCcKpUMUKOBAHHYIO NECHIO",- CKasaA
oAUH U3 6acos xopa, AAXassH, MHe C BOOAYWEBACHUEM CcK
HanucaA!” A moAbKO BUepa nepejaan €€ Kapo 3akapsHy,

cpasy Xe cneau”.

XopoBoli BapuaHm NECHU B AaAbHeUleM pacnpocmpaHuaAcs no scel Cosemckol ApmeHuu,
Ee UCNOAHSAU U B WIKOAAX, U B XOPOBbIX KOAAEKMUBAX, Yacmo 3Bydara no paiuo. Hazo
omMemums, umo B 1942 r. KoHcmaHmuH Capazxes NOpYyuuA AnekcaHapy ApymioHsiHy
opkecmpuposamb €&, umobbl oHa 38yuYana 6oree mopxecmeeHHHO. B mo Bpemsa Mup3osH
6biA B apMuu B AeHuHakaHe (HbiHe [loMpu) U He Mor caeAamb UHCMPYMEHMOBKY CaM. K

coxaAeHUulo, opkecmpoBas napmumypa bblaa ymepsHa.

Tem He MeHee, Mup30sH SpPKO NOMHUM mMOmM 4€Hb, KOrAa reHepaAbHbIU
BOEeHHOKOMaHAylowul copemckoll apMuu coobuuA no paauo 06 omsemHol amake HeMeLKuMm
BotickaM. MocAe aekAapaliuu Npo3ByyaAa 3HaMeHUmas nampuomuyeckas necHs «CaslleHHas
BoUHa» AAekcaHapa AAaekcaHapoBa, aBmopa rocyaapcseHHoro rumHa Cosemckoro Cotosa.,
Mup3osH npodoAxaem c ropaocmbio: «Hepe3 aBa uaca nocae  BbllEynamMAHymoro
cooblieHus Ha pycckoM asbike 6oeBol KAUY nepesaAu B apMAHCKOM nepesose, NOCAE yero
BMecmo «CasleHHoU BoUHbI» Npo3Byuasa Mofl NeCcHA «AUPEHUKH 3 KaHUym».

B 1944 r. Mup30osH HanucaA HoBblU pomaHc, “Ay ackauap” (“Tbl noHsAAa"), Ha cAaoBa BaaHa
TepsiHa (1885-1920). B amom pa3 Mup3osH 6BbiA yBA€UEH XeHliuHoU, ¢ komopoUu OH OblA
OAu30K. [LOAroe Bpemss poMaHC He UCNOAHSAU. C BOAbLIUM BOAHEHUEM KOMNO3umop
BCNOMUHaem o mMoM, Kak eMy A0BEAOCb YCAbIllamb 3MOM POMaHC B UCNOAHEHUU JAu3abem
MexauBaHaH B Aoc AHaxeArece. «OHa maK UCNOAHUAA pOMaHc, UmoO A BNEpBble B XU3HU
noaymaa: “He 3psa s HanucaA amom poMaHC, HUUymb He xaaeto 06 amom”. [ .elicmBUmMeEAbHO,
«[ly ackauap» — 3mo necHb mopxecmayioliell AloBBU, NPOBO3rAaWaemMas AAR NPU3HAHUS U
npemsopeHus.

Apyras uHmepecHas ucmopus cBasaHa ¢ “apHaH epr” (“BeceHHss necHsa"), komopas
aBAfemcs obpabomkod HapoaHoU necHu 4Af /.oma HapoaHoro msopuecmsa. “Omo bbira
oyepesHas paboma, mak umo NOmMom i 0COBEHHO He BCNOMUHAA ee, rosopum Mup30sH.
«loabl cnycms ckpunau PybeH ArapoHsiH (HblHe — nepsbll cKkpunau kBapmema Bopoauxa)
CNPOCUA, eéCmb AU y MeHA necHs o BecHe. “Hem”, omsemua 1. “A s aokaxy, umo oHa y Bac
ecmb», WymAUBO ckasaA PybeH u nokazaA MHe rpamnAacmuHKy ¢ Moel “I'apHaH epr” psaom ¢
NecHamu 21 cmpaH Mupa B HeMelkoM nepesoge”. OH moraa MOAbBKO Umo BEPHYACH U3
"epmaHckoU [ .emokpamuueckol Pecnybauku, Ky4a e34uA ¢ racmpoAAMU U pacckasaAa, Ymo
3aMémuA 3mom AUCK B MarasuHe rpamMnAacmuHoK U KynuA ee, umobbl caeaamb MHe clopnpus.
flo cux nop aAs MeHs 3araska, Kak 3ma necHs NonaAa B "epmaHuio”.

“becmuBanaluH Banc” (“PecmusanbHbill BaAbC”) bbiA HanucaH B 1956 r. K
MexayHapoaHomy /leMokpamuueckoro decmusaau Morozexu. Bo Bpems cobpaHus B [ ome
NO A€AaM UCKyCCmB, 3aBeAylollul ynpasAeHUeM No AeAaM UCKYCCmB AKon XaHaxsH rOBOPUA
0 HeéA0CMamoUHOM KOAUUECMBE XOPOLWUX NECEH, COUUHAEMbIX apMAHCKUMU KOMNO3umopamu.
ﬂpucymCBOBqA noam [eram CapbsH (1902-1976). Kak BcnoMuHaem Mup3osH, “a cpasy B3aA
Aucm yucmo Bymaru, HauepmuA HOmMHbIG cmaH u HabpocuA HeckoAbko me,n(mos MY3bIKU

Ba/\’bca". B koHLle cobpanus nogowen k ["eramy CapbfiHy U NONPOCUA Hanucamb CMUXU AAS
Moeu meAoauu. OH cHauana OMKa3aACsi COUUHAMb CAOBA AAf TomoBoU My3biku. Bce xe
yrosopuA CapbsHa, y Hero aoma s yyacmsoBaA B co3gaHuUU mekcma AAS "BaAbca’;. Mepsou

UCNOAHUMEAbHULLEU necHu cmaaa Tamesuk Cas '
aHaapaH (MeuLo0-conpaHo o ou
NOCBALLEHO 3MO npou3seseHue”, ( PaKc), Komep
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Apyrod pomaHc, “Bepxyw” (‘BocnomuHaHue”), Mup3osH coyuHun oceHbio 1974 roaa B
AuauxaHe, B aoMe mBOpuecmBa Komnos3umopos. Kak pacckasbizaem Mup3osH, oH B
kommeaxe KomMnosumopa AAekcaHapa AaxemsiHa cuas 3a posiaem umnpoBu3uposaAa. My3bika
noHpasuAacb AAxeMsHy, Komopblli nocosemosan Mup3osiHy Hanucamb necHio.
B.aoxHoBA€HHbIU Mup3osiH nonpocuA CuabBy KanymuksH (1919-2006), komopas B mo spems
omabixaAa B [ ome msopuecmsa KOMNO3UMOpPOoB, Hanucamb coomsemcaylowud mekem. Kak
u B cayyae c ['eramom CapbsiHoMm, KanymukaH kameropuuecku omKasbiBaAack NUCAMb CMUXU
Ha romosyio My3bIKY, HO KOF4a NOCAYlWaAa MEAOAUIO, COFAaCcUAACh U HanucaAa npekpacHoe u
OpUruHaAbHOe CmuxomBopeHue, “BocnoMuHaHue” ¢ ero memnoM MeAAUMEAbHOrO BaAbca
AEAUKaMmHO u300paxaem napadoKCaAbHble MbICAU He3aMemHo aAs cebs OouyapoBaHHOro
Kpacomou BAOOABHHOT O, PasMbIAEHUS, B KOMOPbIX 3BYUYUM MEAOAUS MO AU pa3ouapoBaHus,
MO AU OYapoBaHus...

[lpyras uHmepecHas ucmopus cBf3aHa co cmuxomsopeHueM Eruwe YapeHua
(1897—1937) u couuHeHHoU aAs Hero Mup3osHoM My3sikol. B 1977 r. B csszu ¢ 80-Aemuem
poxAeHus nosma, ObiA 0ObSIBAEH KOHKYPC Ayullell NecHU Ha Cmuxu YapeHua. Cpeau
MHOIOUUCAEHHBIX YYacmHukoB Mup30sH npeacmaBuA CBOIO NECHI0 — poMaHe Ha mekem “Uma
uwym em” (“Tenepb 1 BCNOMUHaI0") - CMUXOMBOPEHUS, HanucaHHoro HapeHuoM B 23-AemHeM
Bospacme. Ha KoHKypce necHs Obiaa ucnoAHeHa meHopom [eramom [puropsHoM B
CONPOBOXAEHUU aBmopa U NOAYyYUAa NEPBYI0 NpeMuio.

Tak cAyuyuAaocb, umo cpopmenuaHHas napmuf necHU nomepsAacb, NpousBeseHue
0OCMAaAOChb HEU3BECMHbLIM U HUKOr4a He ucnoAHsAacb. Cnycms MHOro Aem hpoBepss 3anucu
ayAuoKaccem, AoMa obHapyXuAack 3anuck penemuuuu pomaHca ¢ eramom [ puropsHom.
Menoausi coxpaHuAach, a dopmenuaHHylo hapmuio BOCCMAaHOBUA asmop yxe B Hosol
peaakuuu.

[MocaeaHssn BokaAbHasa Komnosuuusi Mup3osiHa — LUKA “BpemMeHa roaa” Ha cmuxu pasHbiX
Kumauckux noamos: “I"apyH” (“BecHa") Ha caosa Bau XKyu (772-846), “Amap” (“Aemo”) Ha
cnosa Bau My (1226-1306), “AwyH" (“OceHb”) Ha caoBa Au Bo (701-762) u “A3mep” (“3uma”)
Ha croBa LizsHa Kexuy (1270-1348). Omu cmuxu nepeBeAeHbl G pyCCKOro Ha apMaHCKud u3
04HOr0 MOCKOBCKOro cbopHuka, usaaHHoro B 1984 r.

“BpemeHa roaa” couyuHsAuck npumepHo 10 Aem - ¢ 1996-ro no 2006 roa. Cmuaucmuuecku
OHU paAuUKaAbHO OMMAUYAIOMCS OM BCEro OCMaAbHOro MBOPUECKOro Hacaeaus MupsosHa.
My3blka ocmpas, mauHCMBEHHas U caepxaHHas. MeAoduka yrAaosamas, pummuueckas
NYAbCALLUS U FapMOHUYECKUU f3blK HAaNpAXEHHbIe, a My3bikaAbHas cakmypa — paspexeHHas.
Odbdhbekm, meM He MeHee, oleAoMARiollul. APMAHCKUU nepesoa cmuxomBopeHUl cAeAaA
maAaHmAUBLIU My3blkaHm J/JaHusAb Epaxuwm, 3a uckAloueHuem cmuxa “apyn” (“Becha”),
caeAaHHbIM TeHpukoM CesaHoM. CouuHeHue BnepBble NOAHOCMbIO 6bIAO UCNOAHEHO HyH3
BasansH (conpaHo) B 2006 . B 4HU npasaHosaHus 85-Aemus MupsosHa.

Omo npeAUCAOBUE OCHOBAHO Ha UHMEpPBkIo, KOMOPOE A NPOBEA C Mup3osHom B utoHe 2007
rosa Ha ero aaue B Kapauambe. B mo spemsa komnosumop pabomaa Haa Npou3BeAEHUEM AAS
cMelaHHoro xopa a cappella. Celiuac, Kor4a romosumcs K usaaHuto smom cbopHuk, Daeapa

Mup305iH npooAxaem pabomamb Haa SMUM Npou3BEAEHUEM.
WAAH APLIPYHU



FOREWORD

dered the dean of contemporary Armenian composers, Edva_rd Mirzoyap was born in
Gori, Georgia, on May 12, 1921. Initially trained in Yerevan at the Spentla;yan I;‘/Iusxkclz' Scho?l ;md
graduated from the State Conservatory, erz.oyan went on t;o Mf)scow to Z.ﬁ}l't er rﬁ ine his art. In late
1956 he was elected president of the Armenian Composers Union, a position he c?ld until 1991. He
is currently a professor of composition at the Komitas Statg Conservator_y: and I_Jresmient of Fhe Peace
Foundation of Armenia. He has been awarded the Lenin Prize, the People’s Artist of Arm.ema Award,
the Movses Khorenatsi, the St. Sahak & St. Mesrob Medals, the Bulgarian Order of Saints Cyril &
Methodius, the Leonardo da Vinci Arts Award by the European Commiss%on, among many others.

Mirzoyan’s compositional output is relatively small but quite di§tingu.15hed, combining grac.eful
lyricism with intense drama. With its formal structure and tonal design, his style has been described
as neoclassical, with underlying elements of Armenian folk music. Mirzoyan’s String Quartet, Cello
Sonata, Symphony for Strings and Timpani, and Epitaph for String Orchestra have become notable
additions to the international music repertoire.

The present volume contains Edvard Mirzoyan’s vocal output, both solo and choral. He is a won-
derfully gifted melodist and some of his cantilenas are remarkably beautiful. The harmonies are
vibrant yet essentially traditional and the piano part is active as well as reactive in that it leads the
music forward. His choice of text is impeccable and the interplay between music and poetry results
in a perfect integration.

Mirzoyan’s first romance, “Asum en te” (They Say), was composed in 1939 on a poem by Avetik
Isahakyan (1875-1957). It reflects Mirzoyan’s sentiments towards a 16-year-old girl and expresses
the disappointment the ¢omposer felt because of his unrequited love. Also based on a text by
Isahakyan, “Yeraz tesa” (I Had a Dream) followed “Asum en te” in 1941. Mirzoyan set the poem to
music because “I simply liked the verse.” In the first composition, the young composer expresses
despairing passion; in the second — in complete contrast — he expresses more restrained emotions.

During the same year, in July 1941, when WWII was already under way, Edvard’s father, com-
poser Mikhail Mirzayan (the discrepancy in the spelling of the last names was the result of distor-
tion), handed the young man a poem by Azat Vshtuni (1894-1958), “Hayrenik n’e kanjum” (The
Country Is Calling), recommending him to set it to music. Deeply affected by the text, Mirzoyan
composed the song and enthusiastically took it to the Composers Union for their approval.
Unfortunately, the work was severely criticized — including his teacher Professor Vardges Talyan
— for not being sufficiently Armenian or interesting enough.

An engaging raconteur, Mirzoyan continues the story, “A few days later, I came across Karo
Zakaryan, the conductor of the State Radio Chorus, who inquired if I had composed any songs relat-
ed to the war. ‘Not really,” I .replied, ‘except for one song which the Composers Union deemed
unsuccessful.” “Make sure to send it to me,” Zakaryan replied.” “I delivered the music to him at
once,” Mirzoyan added. “I was astonished when the following day Mr. Alkhazyan, who sang bass in
Zakarya.n’s chorus, approached me and said, ‘Oh my! What a great song you’ve written.’ I had given
the music to Karo Zakaryan only the day before and today they were singing its praises. They had
learned and performed it at once.”

“Hay'renik n’e kanjum” be_came familiar throughout Armenia in its version for choir. It was per-
formed in schools, by professm.nal choruses and often on the radio. Here it is worth mentioning that
by 1942, the song was so widely known that conductor Konstantin Sarajyan asked composer
Alex?.nder Haruty}lnyan 'to orchestrate it to make it even more festive. During that time, Mirzoyan
was in the army in Leninakan [now Gyumri] and was unable to do the instrumentation himself;
regretfully, the orchestral score is now lost.

However, Mirzoyan .vividly remembers the day when, in a radio announcement, the Supreme
Commander of the Soviet Army declared a counter-offensive against the German forces. This dec-
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laration was followed by a famous patriotic song entitled “Svyashchennaya Voyna” (Sacred War),
by Alexander Aleksandrov, composer of the Hymn of the Soviet Union. Mirzoyan continues, “Two
hours after the Russian language announcement came the call-to-arms in Armenian. And this was
followed by my ‘Hayrenik n’e kanjum’ instead.”

In 1944, Mirzoyan composed a new romance, “Du haskatsar” (You Understood), based on a text
by Vahan Teryan (1885-1920). Once more, it was inspired by love for a lady Mirzoyan admired. The
romance was not premiered for a long time. But the composer remembers with great fondness a per-
formance by Elisabeth Pehlivanian in Los Angeles. He adds, “She sang it in such a way that, for the
first time in my life I said to myself, it’s not for nothing that I have composed this piece. No regrets
whatsoever’.” Indeed, “Du haskatsar” is an exultation of the fervor of love crying aloud for recog-
nition and fulfillment.

Another fascinating story has to do with “Garnan yerg” (Spring Song), an arrangement of a folk
melody. In 1950, composer Delemak Avetisyan, who was in charge of the music desk at the Institute
of Folk Arts of Armenia asked Mirzoyan to adapt “Garnan yerg” for chorus. “I must have fulfilled
the assignment; but I don’t recall much about it now,” says Mirzoyan. Years later, one day, violin-
ist Ruben Aharonian (now a member of the Borodin Quartet) asked me if I had written a song about
springtime. I said, “No.” “I will prove to you that you have,” Ruben joked. Aharonian who had just
returned from a concert tour in the German Democratic Republic (East Germany) showed me an LP
that contained my “Garnan yerg” alongside a host of other folk music from twenty-one nations of
the world. “He had come across it in a record store in Germany and bought it to surprise me,”
Mirzoyan continued. (Let me add parenthetically that one of the good things for the arts in the Soviet
system was its penchant for publishing a great deal of material, which would then be sent systemat-
ically throughout the world. That’s how Mirzoyan’s work probably reached East Germany.)

“Festivalayin vals” (Festive Waltz) was written in 1956 on the occasion of the Festival of
Democratic Youth. During one of the meetings, the chairman of the arts committee Hakob
Khanchyan raised the issue of a shortage of good songs by Armenian composers. Poet Gegham
Saryan (1902-1976) was also at the meeting. “On the spot, I took out a blank page, drew a musical
staff and composed the melody of the “Vals’,” added Mirzoyan. “At the close of the meeting, I
approached Gegham and asked him to write a text to go with my “Vals.’ Initially, he did not respond
in the affirmative, for it is generally the poetry that is set to music, not the other way around. I insist-
ed; he gave in. So he and I went to his house and created the text together.” The song is dedicated to
soprano Datevik Sazantaryan and was premiered by her.

“Verhush” (Remembrance), yet another romance by Mirzoyan, was composed during the summer
of 1974 in Dilijan, Armenia, an artists’ colony. As the composer explains, one day he was visiting
composer Alexandre Ajemyan in his cottage and was spontaneously inspired to create a melody on
the piano, complete with harmonies. Ajemyan loved it, finding it quite vocal in nature and suggest-
ed turning it into a song. Encouraged, Mirzoyan played the music to Silva Kaputikyan (1919-2006),
the poetess, who during that time was living in a nearby cottage. He asked her if she would write an
appropriate text. Like Gegham Saryan, Kaputikian was not initially enthusiastic about the idea.
Thankfully, she changed her mind (they were school chums) and wrote a beautiful poem to go with
the music. The romance has often been performed since then. “Verhush,” with its languid waltz
rhythm, subtly reflects the paradoxical musings of a lover, vaguely captivated by a vision of beauty
that may signify “woe or delight.”

Another fascinating story involves a poem by Yeghishe Charents (1897-1937) and Mirzoyan’s
musical setting of it. On the occasion of the poet’s eightieth birthday in 1977, a competition was
announced for the best song composed on a text by Charents. Among many participants, Mirzoyan
also entered a work entitled “Hima hishum em” (I Now Remember), a verse written when Charents
was only 23 years old. According to the rules of the contest, the winner was selected by listening to
a live performance of the submitted work. During the finals, tenor Gegham Grigoryan was the
singer, with Mirzoyan at the piano. “Hima hishum em” won first prize.
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Unfortunately the piano part was losF at some point and the ch?rk remained unperformeg and
unknown. Recently, while organizing erzoyafl’s papers, an archivist came across g cassette tape
When played, it was discovered that the recording was an informal rehearsal of the Charents piece:
The version printed here is partly based on the cassette and partly on the composer’s reworking op
the original material. . ' : . ‘

The last vocal composition by Mirzoyan is a setting of four verses written by various Chinege
poets about the four seasons: “Garun” (Spring) by Bai Juyi (772—846);. “Amar” (Summer) by Bai py
(1226-1306); “Ashun” (Autumn) by Li Bai (701-762); “Dzmer’.’ (Winter) by Zhang Kejiu (127¢.
1348). They are translated into Armenian from a Russian collection, published in Moscow ip 1984,

The “Four Seasons” on Chinese poems were composed between 1999 and 2006. Stylistically
they are radically different from anything else Mirzoyan has written. The music is acerbic, em'gmat-’
ic and epigrammatic. The melodic language is angular; the rhythmic pulse spasmodic; the harmop-
ic vocabulary constrained; the texture sparse. The overall effect, however, is stunning. Dap; o]
Yerazhisht provided the Armenian translations, with the exception of “Garun,” translated by Henrik
Sevan. The complete set was premiered by Nune Badalyan in 2006 during Mirzoyan’s eighty-fifth
anniversary celebrations. :

This introduction is based on an interview I had with Mirzoyan in June of 2007 in his dacha at
Karashamb. At the time of our talk, the composer was working on an a cappella work for mixed cho-
rus. At the time of this writing, Mirzoyan is still working on the choral composition.

SAHAN ARZRUNI
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Uum &G, pt' nm wjlGwbu
Unnwighy tu hGé w)Gyku,
0p, tpp winiGu b6 uwihu,
wgqhy Ypwpn @l quihu:

Puyjg, Gughihu, dtp pulynud
U6 (nphG t nbn ownlmy,
Oph pGpmiy poyph dbg
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Snip dtnpr puiGlughd,
Qtinpr hwpwqun,

fonn 9hly dhp hnghl,
Uhpu gGow wmquun:
UtpG k Jwn swnymd,
UhnnG k£ ubip tpgnud,
SnG & puGnnipjwl

Utip {wpkGppnud:

UplGlpg” Utip tpgl L dhon qupp,
Utin ywpp tpowbhy
M Gpap wyn hyupn
£n qmph £, Qwjntlhp:

UGuwfuwn tnpwjpnipjul
9nnpG E dkp dtnphG,
©nn uwip, énp plnuG
Quiyl nmw dbp GpghG:.
fuhln £ wGuwhiwG

UkG dh hngm,

Sn( t fuGnmipjub

Utip QuyptiGhpnud:

UnyGtipg

Utip tipp6 E fuwGnujuin,
UwpG t wnwomd,

UtGp hwGg dh wlnwn
Gnq LGp Jwnwsnud:
Lnyu £ wiuwhdiwG

Utip upunnud, hngm,
SnG £ fulnmpjwG

Utin {wjpbGhpmd:

UnyGtpg
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